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2017 Loran Scholars !

The Loran Scholars Foundation is pleased to announce the 28th class of Loran Scholars. These 33 
young Canadians were selected from an initial pool of 4,438 applicants based on evidence of character, 
commitment to serving their communities and long-term leadership potential.
!
The selection of a Loran Scholar is unique in its attention to a young person’s character. We believe that 
integrity, courage, grit and personal autonomy are better indicators of overall potential than standard 
academic measures. To discover these traits, we administer the most comprehensive and thorough 
scholarship selection process in Canada. Each scholar was interviewed or assessed by up to 12 differ-
ent people over the course of three months.
!
Valued at $100,000 over four years, each Loran Award includes an annual stipend of $10,000 and 
matching tuition waiver, access to $10,000 in funding for summer internships, one-on-one mentorship 
and annual retreats and scholar gatherings. It is tenable at any of our partner universities.
! !

Dawn Avery 
Loran Scholar !
King George 
Secondary School

Vancouver, BC
!
Dawn provides childcare at 
a YWCA support group and 

created an educational video series to help re-
duce the stigma of homelessness. She co-found-
ed the school newspaper and helps organize the 
school's annual arts gala. Dawn teaches dance, 
participates in the creative writing club and vol-
unteers with a forest education camp. She spent 
the summer working as a sales clerk.
! !

Lily Bateman 
Loran Scholar !
Northeast Kings 
Education Centre

Canning, NS
!
Lily is assisting an in-
ternational development 

initiative run by people with intellectual disabili-
ties. She is president of an environmental club 
and organized a nature-through-art project for 
local children. Lily runs track and field, performs 
slam poetry and is a singer-songwriter. She holds 
two part-time jobs.


Jérémie Bédard 
Loran Scholar !
Champlain Regional

College (St. Lawrence)

Québec, QC
!
Jérémie started a business 
that helps other student 

clubs manage their budgets. He leads the entre-
preneurship club and serves as treasurer of the 
CEGEP student association. Jérémie relaunched 
a used book exchange and co-founded a compe-
tition to fund student initiatives. He volunteers 
with seniors, plays guitar and runs. He is em-
ployed as a customer service representative.
! !

Cheyenne Brown 
Loran Scholar !
Kalamalka  
Secondary School

Vernon, BC
!
Cheyenne coaches three 
youth marksmanship teams 

and is a troop warrant officer with the army 
cadets. She served as section commander at the 
local cadet training centre and participated in a 
regional outdoor expedition. Cheyenne volun-
teers as a visual arts peer tutor and worked at a 
restaurant for three years.
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Cameron Carter 
Loran Scholar !
St. John Brebeuf Regional 
Secondary School

Abbotsford, BC
!
A nat iona l water po lo 

champion and past captain of the provincial wa-
ter polo team, Cameron coached Special 
Olympics swim athletes and a youth team at the 
local community centre. He also served meals at 
a soup kitchen for more than three years. He runs 
cross country, participates in student council and 
works part-time.
! !

Katie Clarke 
Loran Scholar !
Glebe Collegiate Institute

Ottawa, ON
!
Katie is captain of two 
competitive rowing teams 
and organized her school's 

first mental health promotion week. As student 
council co-president, she is leading efforts to 
make school events more financially accessible. 
Katie managed a theatre show and competes in 
local poetry slams. She holds a part-time job at a 
bike shop.
! !

Blair Crawford 
Loran Scholar !
McKinnon Park 
Secondary School

Caledonia, ON
!
To recognize the diversity 
within her school, Blair ad-

vocated to have the Six Nations Thanksgiving 
Address played during morning announcements. 
She helps run the diversity club and co-founded 
a breakfast nutrition program. Blair also serves as 
captain of the basketball and soccer teams. She 
works as a crew trainer at a fast food restaurant.
!

Kieran Cyphus 
Loran Scholar !
Heritage Woods 
Secondary School

Port Moody, BC
!
Kieran organized the school 

badminton team and increased its membership. 
He started a tutoring program and, as a volunteer 
at the public library, helps community members 
learn to use technology. Kieran plays viola in the 
school orchestra and is a member of the volley-
ball team. For the summer, he was employed at a 
local restaurant.
! !

Maggie Easton 
Loran Scholar !
Prince Andrew High School

Dartmouth, NS
!
Maggie led a team planning 
therapeutic recreational ac-
tivities for blind and visually 

impaired children. She continues to provide 
respite care for some of the children and is a 
member of the Best Buddies club at school. 
Maggie plays the fiddle, led a Mi'kmaq drumming 
class and is involved in school musicals. She 
worked in sales and file maintenance.
! !

Gwyn Foster 
Loran Scholar !
Uxbridge Secondary School

Uxbridge, ON
!
As a Girl Guide, Gwyn runs 
an outdoor leadership camp 
for 75 youth and co-orga-

nized a rally event for girls from Ontario and 
Nunavut. At school, she directed a school play 
and facilitates workshops on leadership, diversity 
and conflict resolution. She is also a member of 
the cross-country and mountain bike teams. Dur-
ing the year, she holds two part-time jobs.
!
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Jes Francis 
Loran Scholar !
Drumheller Valley 
Secondary School

Drumheller, AB
!
After coming back from a 
five-month exchange trip to 

Japan, Jes started organizing events such as an 
annual culture festival for the international stu-
dents at her school. Jes is a member of the anti-
bullying club and a yearbook photographer and 
editor. She plays badminton and participated in a 
month-long digital illustration program.
!! !

Samantha Giguere 
Loran Scholar !
Central Algoma 
Secondary School

Thessalon First Nation, ON
!
Samantha has been orga-
nizing an annual communi-

ty dinner and talent show for five years. She 
sings, plays the fiddle and coordinated a musical 
performance for a literary event. Samantha also 
participated in an archaeology program and 
helped organize a community parade float. She 
previously worked in the office of Thessalon First 
Nation.
! !

Parnika Godkhindi 
Loran Scholar !
Marc Garneau

Collegiate Institute

Toronto, ON
!
Parnika is editor-in-chief of 
the school newspaper, co-

president of the environmental club and a student 
business competition trainer. She has been vol-
unteering with the cadets for over five years and, 
as flight commander, trains new recruits. Parnika 
also participates in stage productions at temple 
and plays badminton. She is employed as a tutor.
!

Spencer Graling 
Loran Scholar !
St. Paul Regional  
High School

St. Paul, AB
!
Spencer is president of his 
4-H club and district coun-

cil. He serves as junior coach of the bantam foot-
ball team and, as captain of the senior team, 
started a concussion awareness campaign. 
Spencer also played for and led a football team in 
the town of Lloydminster. He curls, raises a flock 
of hens to sell fresh eggs and for two years oper-
ated a vending machine.
! !

Adam Guthrie 
Loran Scholar !
École Secondaire Notre 
Dame High School

Red Deer, AB
!
Adam volunteers as a 
triathlon coach for children 

in his community and spearheaded a garbage 
clean-up initiative at his school. He is also stu-
dent council president and a cross-country run-
ner. Adam helped design a science game as a 
learning tool for students with special needs. He 
plays two musical instruments and works as a 
lifeguard and swimming instructor.
! !

Allison Harrod 
Loran Scholar !
Erin District High School

Hillsburgh, ON
!
Allison helped to revive the 
music program at her 
school and volunteers as 

one of two student conductors. She served with 
the army cadets for four years and spent two 
summers volunteering at a children's camp. Alli-
son plays flute, serves free breakfast at school 
and holds a part-time job at a grocery store.
!
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Kerilyn Kennedy 
Loran Scholar !
Dr. John Hugh Gillis

Regional High School

Cloverville, NS
!
For the past five years, Keri-
lyn has been teaching ath-

letic and life skills to children as a volunteer with 
various programs. She is the captain of several 
sports teams, a weekly breakfast program volun-
teer and a member of the 4-H club. Kerilyn also 
assists a student with disabilities. She works on a 
dairy farm and for a catering company.
!! !

Michelle Lemelin 
Loran Scholar !
Cégep Garneau

Québec, QC
!
Michelle started and leads a 
beekeeping business at her 
CEGEP. She is also the 

president of another student business, for which 
she created a mentorship program and an online 
work platform. Michelle organized a winter cloth-
ing drive for refugees and helped coach a junior 
volleyball team. She worked at a chocolate shop.
!!! !

Janine Lock 
Loran Scholar !
Strait Area Education 
Recreation Centre

West Bay, NS
!
Janine runs games, activi-
ties and themed days for 

children who spend hours commuting on a 
school bus. She is president and junior leader of 
the 4-H club, which she has been helping to run 
for four years. Janine is a competitive horseback 
rider and a member of the curling and soccer 
teams. She also played the trombone in the 
school band and worked as a lawnmower and 
snow remover.
!

Peeha Luthra 
Loran Scholar !
Old Scona Academic

High School 

Sherwood Park, AB
!
Peeha co-leads the writing 
club and edits the school 

magazine. She started a club for gender equality 
at her school and, as treasurer of the student en-
gagement team, helped organize mental health 
workshops. Peeha also kickboxes and is the lead 
actor in the school production.
!!! !

Chedi Mbaga 
Loran Scholar !
St. Michael’s College 
School

Toronto, ON
!
Chedi completed a short 
film to share the stories of 

youth with intellectual disabilities, serves as stu-
dent government president and played lead roles 
in two plays. He mentors younger students in 
debating, dances ballet and has been an altar 
server for over seven years. Chedi works as a 
swim instructor at a community centre.
!! !

Faris Mecklai 
Loran Scholar !
Mulgrave School

Vancouver, BC
!
Faris has been volunteering 
within the Ismaili Muslim 
community for three years, 

most recently as a teaching assistant. He started 
a stream ecology club and co-leads the human 
rights club at school. Faris also plays trombone in 
the concert and jazz bands and is a member of 
the badminton team. Last summer, he was em-
ployed as a pizza cook and cashier.
!!

www.loranscholar.ca2017 Loran Scholars

http://www.loranscholar.ca


Umaiyahl Nageswaran 
Loran Scholar !
Don Mills Collegiate 
Institute

Toronto, ON
!
Umaiyahl advocated to re-
store her school's orienta-

tion camp trip and led a team in planning the 
event. For two years, she has been coaching a 
children's soccer team. Umaiyahl is also captain 
of the school softball team, student council pres-
ident and a member of the ukulele ensemble.
!!! !

Margaret Ovenell 
Loran Scholar !
Stratford Hall

Vancouver, BC
!
Margaret advocated for a 
new gender-neutral uniform 
policy at her school. She 

has been volunteering weekly at a long-term care 
facility and leads the school Model United Na-
tions club. Margaret competed as a member of 
the BC cycling team and participates in skeleton 
racing. She acts in school plays and previously 
worked at a bike shop.
!! !

Hailey Radigan 
Loran Scholar !
Parkdale Collegiate 
Institute

Toronto, ON
!
As head of the gender and 
sexuality alliance, Hailey 

tripled the club's membership and advocated to 
incorporate LGBTQ+ content in classrooms. She 
has been volunteering at a soup kitchen for seven 
years and recently started assisting with a 
refugee outreach program. Hailey runs track and 
field and is a member of the improvisation club. 
She works as a Sunday school teacher and tutor.
!

Matthew Reynolds 
Loran Scholar !
Humberview Secondary 
School

Bolton, ON
!
Matthew provides audio-
visual technology support 

for school events. He is a founding member and 
the team captain of the FIRST Robotics club. 
Matthew also helps plan music events and orga-
nized a student-run concert during a school 
strike. He coordinates volunteers at community 
athletics meets and works part-time as web de-
veloper for the school board.
! !

Sila Rogan 
Loran Scholar !
École Secondaire Kelvin 
High School

Winnipeg, MB
!
Sila leads the environmental 
club and ran activities to 

encourage recycling. She serves on a youth advi-
sory council for community grants, writes for the 
school newspaper and helped organize the Mani-
toba Aboriginal Youth Achievement Awards. Sila 
also volunteered with a research lab for two years 
and works part-time. She is a member of the 
school cross-country team.
! !

Ford Smith 
Loran Scholar !
Claremont 
Secondary School

Victoria, BC
!
Ford is an active on-call 
volunteer crew member at 

the local Royal Canadian Marine Search and 
Rescue station. He volunteers with the ski patrol, 
providing emergency response services, and 
leads a Scouts venturer company. Ford also 
plays baseball and referees soccer. He spent the 
summer working at the BC Cancer Agency.
!
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Adrianna Vanos 
Loran Scholar !
St. James Catholic

High School

Guelph, ON
!
Adrianna has been in-
volved with the Best Bud-

dies club since Grade 10, supporting students 
with special needs, and this year is serving as its 
president. She manages technology for the arts 
council and helped organize theatre festivals in 
her community. Adrianna plays several musical 
instruments and spent two summers working 
with the Guelph Police Service.
! !

Janelle Weslowski 
Loran Scholar !
West Central High School

Rocky Mountain House, AB
!
Janelle is active in commu-
nity theatre through chore-
ography, choir and acting. 

She leads her church’s youth group, which volun-
teers in soup kitchens and organizes community 
cleanups. Janelle also created a film in support of 
the new gender and sexuality alliance at her 
school. She is employed as a cashier and super-
visor at a local food store.
!! !

Finley Wheeler 
Loran Scholar !
Morden Collegiate

Morden, MB
!
Finley is a Level III certified 
hockey referee and captain 
of the school hockey team. 

He led a team to win the provincial street hockey 
tournament and also captains the school soccer 
team. Finley sings and acts as the student super-
visor for the Central Manitoba Youth Choir. He 
volunteers with the town's corn and apple festival 
and teaches swimming during the summer.
!!

Kaitlin Wong 
Loran Scholar !
Killarney Secondary School

Vancouver, BC
!
Kaitlin organized a social 
media campaign and rallies 
to protest the closure of 

several elementary schools. She is captain of the 
field hockey team and helped expand the Model 
United Nations club from 5 to 20 members. 
Kaitlin worked as a canvasser for a federal politi-
cal party and held a summer job at a juice store.
!!! !

Hui Wen Zheng 
Loran Scholar !
Western Canada

High School

Calgary, AB
!
Hui Wen co-founded and 
leads the multicultural club, 

edits a community blog and helped create a pro-
gram connecting students to health science re-
search opportunities. For two years, she has 
been completing administrative tasks to support 
her school’s large fine and performing arts pro-
gram. Hui Wen is also a member of the Mayor's 
Youth Council and a barista at a local café.
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Loran Scholars Foundation!!
We are a national charity that works in part-
nership with universities, donors and volun-
teers throughout the country to invest in young 
Canadians who demonstrate character, com-
mitment to service and leadership potential. !
Loran, short for Long-Range Aid to Naviga-
tion, is a system that uses three points (for us, 
our values of character, service and leader-
ship) to determine one’s course for a long 
journey. The name emphasizes the lifelong 
impact and values of being a Loran Scholar.
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